
where did you go today?
on web and tracking



Outline

● WWW

● Browsers

● Cookies

● Tracking & Profiling

● Browser Fingerprinting

● Privacy Extensions



● Invented in 1991 at CERN, Switzerland 

● WWW ≈ HTML + HTTP

○ HTML: HyperText Markup Language

■ Web pages are written in HTML

■ Hypertext means beyond text

■ Text + Sound + Image + Links + Submission Forms etc.

○ HTTP: Hypertext Transfer Protocol

■ Regulates the access and distribution of web pages





●BBS (1978)

●USENET (1979)

●FTP (1971)

●E-mail (1971)

●Gopher (1991)

 ...
 





www.tranquileye.com http://sixrevisions.com/web_design/popular-
search-engines-in-the-90s-then-and-now/

http://sixrevisions.com/web_design/popular-search-engines-in-the-90s-then-and-now/
http://sixrevisions.com/web_design/popular-search-engines-in-the-90s-then-and-now/
http://sixrevisions.com/web_design/popular-search-engines-in-the-90s-then-and-now/


Mozilla 
Firefox

● used to access, retrieve and display web pages
● gateway to Web



Lynx (text based) Mosaic (first browser 
with a GUI)



Google Chrome Internet Explorer



Browser as platform

● RIA (Google Docs, MS Office Web apps)

● Moving apps to Web

● Moving OS to 

Web (FirefoxOS,

 ChromeOS)



Browsers, cookies and tracking

● Developer Tools

● Cookies

● Scripts

● http://netograph.com/
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Fingerprinting

● Panopticlick

● BrowserSpy

●
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Privacy Extensions

● Ghostery

● Adblock

● NoScript

● TOR browser


